Act 1593  and System of Care 
What is Act 1593?
Act 1593 of the 2007 Regular Session, seeks to “establish the principles of a System of Care for behavioral health care services for children and youth as the public policy of the state.” The Act:

· Creates a governor-appointed Children’s Behavioral Health Care Commission, which started meeting in August 2007. The Commission includes twenty (20) representatives of youth, families, advocates, providers, and other critical stakeholders. The Commission meets bi-monthly on the third Thursday of the month. 
· Requires the Department of Human Services, under the advisement of the Commission, to:

· Ensure that children, youth and their families are full partners in all aspects of the system of care;
· Revise Medicaid rules and regulations to increase quality, accountability and appropriateness of Medicaid reimbursed behavioral health care services;

· Define a standardized screening and assessment process designed to provide early identification of conditions that require behavioral health care services; and
· Develop an outcomes-based data system to support an improved system of tracking, accountability and decision-making.

What activities are already underway? 
· First Lady Ginger Beebe’s Listening Tour. During May and June, the First Lady toured the state to listen to families and youth who experience behavioral health challenges. The information will be compiled and presented to the Commission at their first meeting.

· System of Care 101 Information Sessions. In June 2007, Cliff Davis of Washington, DC’s Human Service Collaborative will travel the state to offer System of Care 101, which aims to educate leaders about the approach and what it will mean for Arkansas communities.
· Children’s Behavioral Health Care Commission and Work Groups. The Commission began meeting in August 2007 to prioritize activities and make recommendations.  The following work groups support the work of DHS in achieving Act 1593 objectives.

· Family and Youth Support Network; 

· Outcomes;

· Services, Supports and Standards (formerly Medicaid); 
· Cultural Competence;
· Training and Workforce Development;
· Local Infrastructure.
How can I get more information?

· Commission web site: http://ardhs.sharepointsite.net/ARSOC/default.aspx. On the website, you will find Commission and work group meeting dates and locations, meeting notices/agendas, and document libraries containing materials presented and discussed at work group and Commission meetings.   All meetings are open to the public and you are encouraged to call in or attend as you are able.
· To place your email on our Commission or work group listservs, or for meeting information, contact Ingrid Green at 501-682-8650 or Ingrid.green@arkansas.gov 
· For other inquiries, Contact Carol Lee, Director of System of Care, DHS Division of Behavioral Health Services, 501-683-6960, carol.lee@arkansas.gov or Elisabeth Wright Burak, DHS Director of Policy and Planning, 501-683-2644, Elisabeth.Burak@arkansas.gov 
