Paris School District

Student Assistance Program (SAP)
The Student Assistance Program (SAP) was expanded this year to cover all students in PK-12 grades.  SAP provides teachers as mentors and adult contacts for referred, at-risk (for discipline problems or academic failure) students.  Any staff member can refer a student based on discipline or academic concerns and the SAP team then assigns a participating mentor teacher.  The teachers make daily contact with the students and reviews grades and discipline issues weekly.  The SAP team meets every Friday for review and update of all students.

Marilyn Sanders, Human Services Worker, is a Paris School District employee funded by the Department of Human Services.  She chairs the SAP team.  Other members of the SAP team include the principal, vice-principal, parent involvement coordinator, resource officer, lead teacher, and rotating teachers.  (The rotating teachers are those involved with one or more of the SAP students, and they attend the SAP meetings every four to six weeks on a rotating basis).  CSHP has provided activities for the students to attend with the teachers and promote bonding and experiences that will benefit and increase the student's world views.  Activities included bowling, sit-down/order restaurant, and after school craft classes.

Students thrive on contact with a caring adult and succeed when direction is given.  Academic achievement increases when students attend school and have a contact person to refer to as a resource for class work, home issues, peer interaction, and discipline problems.  The adult contact person has become a means for the child to bond and it has increased student performance and attitude.  The teachers also report that the success of the program has benefited many students as well as provide an avenue of teaching that may not have existed before.

While some of the students did not make a designated increase in their grade in a specific class, the maintaining of a grade in the class is also an accomplishment.  This is just one of the student impact issues that positively affected the success of students this year and that will carry on to their education in high school.  The program activities that the students are able to participate in with the teachers lend them to team building, improved self-esteem through completion of craft activities, and bonding with adults and peers.  The enhancement of the SAP program this year helped provide additional activities for the students to experience and gives the program and leaders options to look at to build the program in the future.

