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Considerations when purchasing Automated External Defibrillator
These considerations are provided only as considerations.  These are not required for any device nor are they meant to exclude any device.  They are only questions that can assist you when looking for devices for you school. 
· Is the AED on the FDA approved list? (list provided)
· Does the AED comply with the American Heart Association (AHA) 2005 Guideline changes?  

· Can the AED be upgraded without taking it out of service when there are additional scientific changes made by the American Heart Association?

· What is the shelf life of the AED pads? (Typically can expect 2-5 years depending on manufacturer of device).
· What are the warranty recommendations for the device?  (Typically, 5-7years depending on manufacture of device.)
· What is the battery life?  (Ask several manufacturer representatives in order to get a better understanding of what is standard battery life.)
· Does the unit have audio and visual aids that supports the entire Chain of Survival and assist the user? How important is this to you?  AHA Chain of Survival: Early access. Early CPR, Early defibrillation, Early advanced care.
· Who will you contact if you have questions about the device, the distributor or the manufacturer? 

· How is service handled and how quickly will service be provided if needed?  
· Does the AED have a built in recorder or an easily downloadable method to transfer data of a Sudden Cardiac Arrest Event?

· Does the company provide any type of quality assurance programs to assist with feedback if the device is used?  

· Can the device be utilized for adults as well as children?  
· How are replacement pads and batteries purchased?
· Is the AED compatible with the local First Responders and EMS service?  If not, how would the transition of patient care take place when EMS arrives as not to adversely affect the outcome of the patient?  

· Will the environment in which the AED is stored affect the AED, pads, or batteries? 

· Is the AED location accessible to all expected users?
Take these questions into consideration when making the decision purchasing an AED.   What features that are important to one customer, may not be to another.  Do consider all the factors that play into the total cost and maintenance of ownership. What will this unit cost over five years?  What will it cost to replace batteries and pads if the device is not use? 

Training Requirements- Arkansas AED law* states: “Expected users shall undergo training “based upon current American Heart Association scientific guidelines, standards, and recommendations for providing CPR and the use of AEDs as published in American Heart Association, American Red Cross, or equivalent course materials”
Additional information on courses can be found on the AHA web site: www.americanheart.org
*General Assembly web site:        http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/
AED Law for usage in Arkansas - Act 273 of the 2005 Regular Session of the Arkansas General Assembly, bill sponsor Representative Preston Scroggin
AEDs in Schools – Act 1598, Bill Sponsor Representative Sandra Prater – 2007 Regulars Session of the Arkansas General Assembly
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Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Companies

April 3, 2008
The following companies have received FDA Pre-Market Approval – 510(k) for

an AED (or multiple AEDs).  
The American Heart Association does not

endorse or recommend one device over another.

Cardiac Science

Corporate Headquarters
3303 Monte Villa Parkway

Bothell, WA 98021
(800) 426-0337
www.cardiacscience.com
Defibtech

753 Boston Post Road

Guilford, CT 06437

(866) 333-4248

www.defibtech.com
HEARTSINE Technologies

940 Calle Amanecer, Suite E

San Clemente, CA 92673 

(866) 478-7463

www.heartsine.com  
Medtronic Physio-Control
11811 Willows Road NE
PO Box 97006
Redmond, WA 98073-9706
(800) 442-1142 or (425) 867-4000

www.medtronicphysiocontrol.com 


Philips Medical Systems/Heartstream

3000 Minuteman Road

Andover, MA 01810-1099

(800) 934-7372 or (978) 659-1099
www.medical.philips.com
Welch Allyn (Formally – Medical Research Laboratories, Inc.)
1000 Asbury Drive

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

(800) 462-0777

www.welchallyn.com/medical
ZOLL Medical Corporation
Worldwide Headquarters

269 Mill Road
Chelmsford, MA 01824-4105 
(800) 348-9011

www.zoll.com 


